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Roll Call: Board Members present, Bill Eichenberg, Cindie Green, Jennifer Jansen, 

Jill Lukes, Donna McCaffrey, Deb Vandrasik, and Council Liaison Terry Duncan. : 

Laura Graham, Linda Hummel, and Scott McDonald were excused. Also in 

attendance was resident Alan Perkins. 

 

Election of 2019 chair.   

2019 Chair. Jill Lukes was elected unanimously as 2019 chair.  

Motion to elect Jill Lukes for Chair and Jen Jansen as assistant chair, seconded by 

Ms. Green.  Poll: 6 ayes, 0 nays.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Green stated that this would be her last P/R meeting as she will be moving into 

Olmsted Township.  The board expressed their gratitude for her seven years of 

service and she will be missed greatly.   

 

Approval of Minutes – November minutes were approved with minor changes.  

2018 Events: Re-cap Christmas Tree Lighting, Sunday December 2nd, 5:00 pm – 

Laura Graham and Linda Hummel, co-chairs.  

Ms. Green stated that everything was just beautiful and everything went very smoothly.   

Everyone agreed that it was a really nice event.  Ms. Vandrasik stated her only 

complaint was that the tents were not weighted down.  Ms. Lukes stated that she would 

like to see wreaths being sponsored for next year.  Also the Mayor and his wife would 

like to be more involved for next year.  

 

2019 Events 

Ms. Lukes stated that she would like to just touch base on each event and put together 

chairs for the events.  She would like to see proposals brought back for the next meeting 

as to what is needed for the budget for each event and any ideas.   Mr. Eichenberg 

stated that the Cemetery had had a Veteran’s Day service at Chestnut Grove in the past 

but it did not happen this year and wondered if this board should get involved.  Ms. 

Duncan stated  that has always been a cemetery event and does not believe this board 

should be involved.   Also the event is usually during a work week and it is not held at 

the City Parks.  Ms. Green stated that this should be brought up at a cemetery meeting. 

Ms. Duncan stated that she will bring this to the attention of the Council liaison, for 

the cemetery board, Lori Jones.    
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Memorial Day Parade-Monday, May 27, 2019.  9:00 am line-up, 9:30 am step off. 

Jill Lukes Chair 

Memorial Day Ceremony following parade at Village Green 

Co-chairs (tentative) Scott McDonald & Bill Eichenberg  

 

Music at E. River – Last Sunday of the month, June, July, August at E. River 

Park 

o June 30th, 2019 6-8 pm 

o July28, 2019, 6-8 pm 

o August 25, 2019, 6-8 pm 

Co-chairs, Linda Hummel (tentative) and Donna McCaffrey.    There was discussion 

on cost of these events and Ms. McCaffrey’s desire to hire local bands. More 

discussion will occur at a later meeting.  Ms. Lukes stated that she would like to see a 

preliminary proposal of possible bands and costs for next meeting if that is not too 

much to do in the month before the next meeting.   

 

4th of July-parade line-up, Thursday, 11:00 am at Falls Lenox, step off 11:30 am. 

4th of July ice cream social following parade at Village Green 

Ms. Jansen stated that she would like to hear form the board on cancelling the parade 

since it is hard to get parade participants, low turnout from the public, and it is the 

shortest parade.  Discussion ensued regarding the possibility of not having this event.  

Ms. Green suggested just having the Ice Cream Social at the Village Green rather than 

a parade.  It was brought up that we used to have the games at the VG but the lack of 

volunteers to run the games became an issue and one of the reasons it is no longer 

done.   Ms. Duncan brought up that the City will have Flags of Honor this year and 

will be the last weekend in June.  Ms. Duncan suggested having the ice cream social 

on one of the days of the Flags of Honor rather than try to do it on a weekday for the 

4th of July.  Ms. Lukes suggested that we see what is going on with the Flags of Honor 

and vote on it next month.   Most of the board agreed that the 4th of July parade should 

be eliminated.  

 

Ms. Duncan stated that the Veterans Memorial is going to go forward and 

reconfiguring the VG memorial and they hope to have this done by Flags of Honor.  

She suggested that the ice cream social be held at dedication of this memorial.   Ms. 

Lukes stated we are up in the air here on the 4th and hopefully will nail this at the next 

meeting.    

 

Falls Day, First Sunday in October, October 6 form 1-4 pm.  Chair, Deb 

Vandrasik 

o Citizen of the Year 



 

3 

 

Ms. Jansen asked if the board would be opposed to canceling Falls Day.  Ms. Lukes 

stated she would not want to see it cancelled.. We have the OFHS band and Citizen of 

the Year and it is a good activity.  Ms. Jansen stated that we have Fall-O-Ween now  

and they are so close together.  Ms. Lukes stated that she might be talked into it if there 

was another avenue for Citizen of the Year. It also provides an opportunity to allow 

for the vendors to come in.  There was much discussion regarding discontinuing Falls 

Day and somehow combining it with Fall-O-Ween.   There was also a discussion 

regarding merging the last concert with Falls Day if it continues.  It was suggested to 

move Falls Fay to the last Sunday of August and have the concert following. There 

were other dates that were floated out as well. Ms. Lukes stated that we need to do 

more investigating and reach out to the band director to see if this will work. Ms. 

Vandrasik will reach out to Ms. Budd at the high school and report back.  This will be 

re-visited at future meetings. 

Fall-O-Ween-Chair-Jen Jansen along with resident Alan Perkins 

Ms. Jansen stated that she does not want to feed off the GPJ event next year because 

she wants the event to take place at night.  Ms. Jansen stated the decorating started 

Tuesday before the event. 

 

Ms. Jansen stated this event needs a lot of volunteers to help with this project.  Ms. 

Green stated having to carry up the web frames to the 3rd floor at City Hall for storage 

was a daunting task.  She asked why the Service Department can’t help with this.  Ms. 

Duncan stated this would be an additional expense.  Ms. Green stated she feels that is 

dangerous to have volunteer up on ladders and doing all the heavy lifting.  Ms. Duncan 

again said that there would have to be a discussion with the Service Director to see if 

this could change.  Ms. Lukes asked if they had a date in mind for this event.  Ms. 

Jansen stated that the biggest competitor is Berea and she wants to find out when their 

event will be held.  Ms. Duncan brought up the point that next year we may not be able 

to use the old library parking lot for the web maze next year if the restaurant goes in 

and asked if there was another location in mind.  Ms. Jansen said that they would then 

move it to the concrete pad in Fortier Park.  There was discussion as to whether or not 

there should be an actual event of how they wanted to handle things for next year.  Ms. 

Lukes said that she thought they hit it out of the park this year with this event and 

should not make a lot of changes for next year.  Discussion continued about ideas for 

next year. Mr. Perkins felt that we should stick with a kid friendly event.  He felt that 

going for a scary event is tough, you get one chance to get it right.  Mr. Perkins felt 

that if we did this after dark, we would have to make sure that there was sufficient light 

for everyone to see. Ms. Lukes stated that they need to choose a date so we can get it 

on the calendar.    
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Ms. Jansen stated she would like to speak about infrastructure of the parks.  Therw is 

still graffiti in the restrooms at Fortier Park.  And isn’t the maintenance of the buildings 

the responsibility of this board.   Ms. Duncan stated that service is in charge of the 

maintenance and if there is something that you feel needs to be done, e-mail the Service 

Director.  Ms. Lukes would like to see a letter be drafted by this board to either shut 

the restrooms at Fortier Park or replace.  She would like the letter to be given to Ms. 

Duncan to take to council.  

 

Christmas Tree Lighting, December 1, 2019 5:00 pm lighting at 6:00 at the Village 

Green. Co-chairs Jen Jansen & Laura Graham (tentative). 

 

 

Ms. Lukes again thanked Cynthia Green for her 7+ years of service to this board and 

she will be very missed by everyone.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm 
 

 

 

_____________________________________________  

Jill Lukes, Chair                        date 


